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2026 Update on Nitrate-N/Nitrite-N Levels at Outlook Elementary School 

     Nitrate-n levels are markers for water quality. Currently water with Nitrate-N readings greater than 10 mg/L are considered 
unsafe for drinking. Outlook Elementary had to drill a new well in 2008 because nitrate-n readings in the old well exceeded 10 
mg/L. The 2008 well is drilled to 234 ft and likely taps a lower aquifer with less contamination. 

    WA Ecology currently performs annual testing of 30 dedicated monitoring wells in the Lower Yakima Valley. That data is 
available on Ecology’s Environmental Information Management database website at EIM Groundwater Search . The Study ID is 
mred0005. 

     Monitoring Well #011 is located just east of the school on Van Bell Road. It was drilled in 2020/2021 as part of a monitoring 
network installed by the Lower Yakima Vally Groundwater Monitoring Area (LYV GWMA). It is drilled to 34 ft, so it measures 
“first waters” the top of the surficial aquifer. Since 2021 nitrate-n levels in MW 011 have been in the 17 to 19 mg/L range. In 
2025 those numbers increased dramatically. WA Ecology checked the sampling twice and obtained readings of 54.5 mg/L and 
63.9 mg/L for an average of 59.2 mg/L. 

    FOTC has researched recent test results for the Outlook Elementary School. It appears that nitrate-n levels are increasing 
somewhat and are currently around 4.85 mg/L. Nitrate levels at the Outlook School are increasing. Recent research shows 
that Nitrate-N levels above 5 mg/L are harmful to human health. In the Netherlands the safe drinking water standard is 5 mg/L 
Nitrate-N. Denmark has plans to accept this standard as  well.  

 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/eim/search/Groundwater/GWSearch.aspx?SearchType=Groundwater&State=newsearch&Section=all
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 ‘03 ‘03 ‘04 ‘04 ‘04 ‘04 ‘05 ‘05 ‘05 ‘05 ‘06 ‘06 ‘06 ‘07 ‘07 ‘07 ‘07 ‘08 
Nitrate/Nitrite 5.7 5.55 6.69 9.25 5.82 8.95 9.3 8.03 6.24 6.77 9.77 6.07 8.18 8.23 8.52 10.36 10.04 4.48 

 

 ‘09 ‘10 ‘11 ‘12 ‘13 ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 ‘18 ‘19 ‘20 ‘21 ‘22 ‘23 ‘24 ‘25 ‘26 
Nitrite/Nitrate 1.15 4.37 3.12 0.20 0.65 0.20 2.17 3.59 2.91 0.96 0.86 0.1 2.83 3.89 0.5 4.15 4.05 4.85 

 

 

Outlook Elementary School, System ID 64940M 

Nitrate/Nitrite Levels from the WA State Dept. of Health Office of Drinking Water at 
fortress.wa.gov/doh/eh/portal/odw/si/ListWaterQuality.aspx 
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Nitrate-N/Nitrite-N at Outlook Elementary

Nitrate-N/Nitrite-N

https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/eh/portal/odw/si/ListWaterQuality.aspx
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It is somewhat reassuring that Nitrite N levels are low. Nitrite-N is a more serious threat to health than Nitrate-N 

On the other hand, some experts believe the safe drinking water standard should be lower than 10 mg/L for Nitrate-N. The safe 
drinking water standard in the European Union is 50 mg/L Nitrate ≅ 10 mg/L Nitrate-N. The safe drinking water standard in the 
Netherlands is 25 mg/L Nitrate ≅ 5 mg/L Nitrate-N. 

 

 

LYV GWMA test well #011 near Outlook Elementary School showed a sharp nitrate increase in 2025.  

 

GWMA Dedicated Monitoring Wells in the Lower Yakima Valley 
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Well ID Well depth (ft) Latitude Longitude Date Nitrate-N (ppm) 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 9/22/2021 18.5 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 12/21/2021 18.5 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 3/20/2022 17.8 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 6/20/2022 16.5 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 9/22/2022 17.0 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 12/21/2022 16.0 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 3/20/2023 19.7 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 6/20/2024 15.6 

LYV-MW-011 36.2 46.345893 -120.095680 9/22/2025 59.2 

 

From Groundwater Search Results 

 

LYV MW 011 is 36 ft deep. The Outlook Elementary School Well is 243 ft deep. 

 

 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/eim/search/Groundwater/GWSearchResults.aspx?ResultType=ResultList&LocationSystemId=100121455&ResultParameterGroupIdsToExclude=48&ResultParameterIds=8272590&ResultParameterName=Nitrate%20%2B%20Nitrite%20as%20N&ResultParameterNameSearchType=Equals&ResultParameterNameAliasSearchFlag=True
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From Groundwater Search Results 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/eim/search/Groundwater/GWSearchResults.aspx?ResultType=ResultList&LocationSystemId=100121455&ResultParameterGroupIdsToExclude=48&ResultParameterIds=8272590&ResultParameterName=Nitrate%20%2B%20Nitrite%20as%20N&ResultParameterNameSearchType=Equals&ResultParameterNameAliasSearchFlag=True
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